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November 4, 2009

Dr. Mike Kllgore, Chalr -

Lessard-Sams Qutdoor Herltage Coungil

Assaociate Professor, Depariment of Forest Resources

University of Minnesota Twin Cities - Room 301K Green Hall 6112
1530 Norlh Cleveland Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55108

Dear Dr. Kilgore:

On Monday, the Department of Natural Resources (ONR) submitted a package of seven Requests For Funding to the
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council for flscal year 2011, These proposals tolaled $68 million. A summary
spreadshest of the requesls Is altached with this letter.

| recognize that the DNR request exceeds the $56 milllon that the Gouncll has eslimated is available for recommendation
for FY2011. The Department’s request provides a realistic estimate of both the need and the capacily for completing the
conservation work oullined In the Councl's Planning Section priorities and the constitutional language. We are willing to
work with the Council and staff to identify prioritles both across and within the seven proposals that the DNR has
submitted, but we thought it important that the Council be aware of the breadth of opportunities that we are aware of.

Due to the very tight imeframe between release of the Council’s Call For Requaest and the Request For Funding deadline,
DNR staff were nol able to collaborate with other organizations and agencles to the extent we would have preforred on
several of these proposals. We understand thal the Council will likely receive a number of very good propesals from other
entities proposing to do very similar work that we outline In our proposals, Again, we are very willing to work with both the
Councll and the other agencies and organizations to further seek coliabarative opportunities and refine and merge
competing proposals to the extent we can inthe coming weeks.

You will also note that the proposals include a number of staff requests. Last year, DNR staffing requests were minimal
since we were unsure the degree to which we could shift wark from ongoing programs and priorities to Qutdoor Herltage-
funded work. We now have a better sense of the Impact of this new funding source on our work, and we believe it is
important that the work recommended by the Councit not be complated at the expense of other DNR prioritles. As you
xnow, these funds are required to supplement existing efforts, and the staffing requests are intended o ensure that the
Oultdoor Heritage funding doses not supplant ofher priority DNR work, much of which s funded by the Game and Fish
Fund. We look forward {o a discussion with the Councll on how the DNR can best support your work and to explore
alternatives for providing the necessary DNR staff support for Outdoor Herilage Fund implementation.

Finally, the Conservation Legacy Partner grant program Is proposed at $4.58 million. At the time of submission, we were
unsure about the level of Interest and the qualily of proposals that we might receive for this new pragram. It now appears
that there is considerably more interest In this program for FY2010 than our current funding can support, and while we
have not yet conducted a technical review of these proposals, we would welcome a discusslon wilh the Council on how
best to move forward with that program.

We ook forward {o working with the Councli on these important challenges.

Sincerely,

k. f L ﬁt’*@@@y

Mark Holsten
Commissioner

MH/DRSHis; Attachment

Copy: Mr. Bill Becker, Exacutive Director, Lessard-Sams Quldoor Herage Councll, 95 Slale Office Bldg, Salnt Paul, MN 55155
Mr. David R, Schad, Director, DNR Divislon of Fish and Wildlife
Mr. Grant Wilson, DNR Lialson to Lessard-Sams Ouldoor Heritage Councll, FAW
Ms. Denise Anderson, Adminisiraior, DNR Offica of Managemant and Budget Services

ONR Informotion: 651-296-6157 or 1-888-846-6367 * TIY: §51-296-5484 or 1-800-657-3929 + FAX: 651-296-4779 + wwme.andna.gov
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